
 
 

Hebrews 4:14-5:10 (Rev. Largent)        JESUS IS A GREATER HIGH PRIEST 

 Last time we finished by recognizing that nothing is hidden from God.  

 Hebrews 4:12 says that God’s word penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 
joints and marrow, and that it judges thoughts and attitudes. 

 We pick up today with Hebrews 4:14 and it starts with “Therefore.” 

 If God will judge us and nothing in hidden from Him we are in deep trouble 
without a priest. Judaism had them. Christians don’t.  Christians don’t have 
tabernacles, temples, animal sacrifices or even priests at all. 

 This is the central issue in Hebrews. The priesthood.   

 WHY ARE PRIESTS IMPORTANT? 

 Priests are mediators between God and man.  Why? 

 You have two parties.  God who is steeped in locked down in Holiness and 
perfection and man who is rebellious and sinful locked into that state.  

 And sin and holiness can’t dwell together, let alone have a relationship with one 
another. 

 In the Old Testament after the fall, there is always distance.  God tells the 
Jews don’t come up the mountain.  God puts a veil between the people and 
Himself in the Holy of Holies. It’s stay away cuz if your come close you’ll die.  
You will be destroyed. It’s life and death serious stuff. 

 So God creates mediation. It’s called the priesthood in the Bible and he 
establishes it through Moses’ brother Aaron.  You ever hear of a mediator or 
agent in business. 

 There were different types of priests but the highest was the High Priest 
and he was the only person able to enter into the Holy of Holies where God 
dwelt and make atonement for sin. And this just once per year. Sins of 
ignorance. 

 Before I came here I was a Managing Real Estate Broker for a firm just 
outside of Seattle. Make sure deals come together and close. 

 It’s not enough to just state intentions, write a contract. You have to close the 
deal and usually there are barriers to that happening. 

 That’s what an agent does. It reconciles both sides 

 Sometimes both sides firmly entrenched, Strategy, enter myself into the 
transaction to satisfy both sides. Now not all brokers do that.   

 Many brokers don’t even think about it.  They just let the deal die. 

 But a good broker, who gets deals done, is willing to put skin in the game to 
satisfy both parties and bring reconciliation. 

VS 4:14 – 16 - 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended 
into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  NASB 
says, “great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let’s hold firmly to our confession 15 For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted 
in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s 
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need.  
OK LET’S PRAY AS WE DIVE IN TO WHAT THIS MEANS. 

 Therefore, based on what we read before, that God is our judge and sees 
everything and we are sinners and need a priest to reconcile us to him. . . 

 We have a “Great High Priest”. – Priests, then High Priest, then Jesus. 

 Jesus is called a great high priest who has passed through the heavens. 

 Passing through is making reference to the passing through that the high priest 
would do. 

 Aaronic priest would pass through temple court through the holy place to a veil 
that separated you from God and nobody could go in there except one person. 
The High Priest and only one day in an entire year. The day of atonement. And 
he had to sacrifice for his own sins first to be able to even do this thing and the 
sins forgiven were only unintentional sins. There was no atonement for 
presumptive sins.   

 Jesus is a greater high priest.  He doesn’t have to make sacrifices for his own sin 
because he has none and instead of passing through courtyard to holy place to 
God’s presence, he passes through the clouds (1st heaven), then the heavenly 
stars (2nd heaven) then into God’s presence in heaven (The ACTUAL HOLY OF 
HOLIES) of which the tabernacle and temple are only shadows of. 

 And the veil in the temple is only a shadow that reveals what our real relational 
access to God is.  On earth with the tabernacle and temple it was there. Don’t 
come in or you’ll die. Stay back. 

 Did Jesus ever pass through the earthly temple as a priest?  NO! 

 So, since we have a great high priest like Jesus we must hold firmly to the faith 
we profess.   

 The high priest could only go into the earthy holy of holies once a year, 
then he had to wait a year to be back in. 
o Jesus entered into the Holy of Holies in heaven. The presence of God and 

took a seat. And he stays there continuing to be a priest mediating on our 
behalf.   

 Profession meant something in the time of these Hebrews. 
o When you left Judaism it was public. Public Baptism, public promises of 

repentance, publicly meeting with other Christians regularly at church.  
o Profession had serious consequences.  Persecution, loss of property, 

imprisonment, excommunication, family alienation and sometimes even 
death. 

o If you didn’t mean it you didn’t profess it because of the cost. 
o Today, profession is not so easily connected to true earnest faith. 

 The author of Hebrews is urging these Christians who have professed and 
reaped the consequences to hold on.  I know it’s tough but it’s worth it because 
you have a great high priest, able to accomplish what the Aaronic priests never 
could.  

 Why should we hold firmly? What would encourage me to do so? 
o The answer is in the nature of the specific priest we are talking about: 

JESUS. 
o The persecution and temptation you are facing. This high priest understands 

every bit of it.  The temptation. He understand and empathizes.   
o When you contemplate is it worth taking the faith to the end Jesus says, 

“Been There, Done That”.  Remember Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, 
take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 

o He took temptation to its completion because he never gave in so he 
experience the severity of temptation you have never experienced. 



 
 

So we are told Let us hold firmly to the faith we profess and now we are told let 
us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  

 It’s not enough to leave Judaism. It’s not enough to leave your old way of life.  It’s 
not enough to make profession. You have to receive God’s mercy and you do 
that by approaching the throne of Grace. 

 Notice the throne means king and because our king is a priest and has made a 
perfect sacrifice once for all sin, the word from the throne is no longer, Stay 
away, get away, but approach my throne with confidence. 

 Now here’s the problem. Jesus doesn’t look like a priest. He didn’t do 
priest stuff and isn’t even from the right priestly family line of Aaron. So 
does Jesus meet the Old Testament requirements of a priest? 

 Starting here in chapter 5:1 the author of Hebrews starts checking off the 
proverbial boxes showing that Jesus meets every requirement. 

 Following Christ is better than Judaism because our High Priest is better. 
For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of people 
in things pertaining to God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins;  
Requirement #1 – taken from among men.  

 A high priest can’t be an angel or a dog or cat but has to be a human.  Among 
men is referring to humans. 

 Was Jesus a man? Yes. But he was also God so he is qualified in that He is a 
man, but even greater qualified in that He is also God. He is a God/Man 
reconciling God and man. It doesn’t get any more perfect. 

Requirement #2 – appointed on behalf of people in things pertaining to God. 

 Who appoints them? God. On whose behalf, Mans.   

 Was Jesus appointed by God? Yes. How do we know.  Fruit. Look at his life. 
What he did. 

 In Numbers 17 – Aaron’s staff buds, blossoms and produces almonds. 

  

 We judge by fruit. 
Requirement #3 – to offer gifts and sacrifices. 

 Did Jesus offer sacrifices? Well. Yes One Sacrifice. He offered it and He Himself 
was the sacrifice. How about gifts? What did He give? Is entire life. Can’t give 
more than that. 

2he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also 
is clothed in weakness; 3 and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins 
for himself, as well as for the people.  

 Regular high priests are sympathetic to the ones they make sacrifices for 
because they are sinners too and need sacrifices for their own sins. Even the 
high priest. 

 Gifts and sacrifices is plural. It is constant over and over.   
4 And no one takes the honor for himself, but receives it when he is called by God, 
just as Aaron also was. 

 It was important that only those God appointed did the work of a priest. You 
didn’t presumptuously just take the honor on your own.  Saul did this when he 
made a priestly offering and He lost his kingdom to David. In Numbers 16, Korah 
raises up and without being selected by God. Korah says to Moses in verse 3, 
:You  have gone too far! The whle community is holy, every one of them, and the 

LORD is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above the Lord’s 
assembly?” 

 And do you know what happens to them. The ground opens up and eats them. 
5 So too Christ did not glorify Himself in becoming a high priest, but it was He 
who said to Him, “YOU ARE MY SON,TODAY I HAVE FATHERED YOU”; 6 just as He also 
says in another passage, “YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF 

MELCHIZEDEK.” 7 In the days of [c]His humanity, [d]He offered up both prayers and 
pleas with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him [e]from death, and 
He [f]was heard because of His devout behavior. 

 Jesus was fully man and able to represent man as a priest. He didn’t glorify 
Himself but was appointed our great High Priest by God  

 And then we see that Jesus offered prayers and please to God and was heard 
because of His devout behavior 

 God only listened to priests because sacrifices were made on their behalf for 
their own sins. 

 It also says, You are a Priest Forever according to the order of Melchizedek.  
Has any other priest been a priest forever? 

 Jesus priesthood continues even now in the presence of God.  

 We have a compassionate understanding priest vouching for us. 
 8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He 
suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the source of eternal salvation 
for all those who obey Him, 10 being designated by God as High Priest according 
to the order of Melchizedek. 

 What does it mean, “having been perfected”.  Jesus was already perfect. But 
he became a perfect priest and that required him to suffer.  His suffering and 
identification with our temptation and struggles makes him a perfect high priest.  

 DO WE HAVE PRIESTS NOW? NO! 

 The Priesthood has been done away with because the perfect and great 
high priest has come.   

 Don’t you dare call me a priest. It’s an offense to the high priesthood of God 
in that it presumes that I in some way can reconcile you to God and only Jesus 
can do that.   

 Is Jesus not a good enough priest for you that you need fallible sinful 
human priests to represent you before God and atone ineffectively for 
your?  It’s ridiculous and offensive. 

 You’re denying Jesus Has accomplished what He has a presuming there 
is more to do. 

 The old Aaronic priesthood is obsolete in that its God given intention was 
to point us to the Jesus who is the only true and perfect priest.   

 Now that Jesus has made the ultimate priestly sacrifice, there is no 
reason for an earthly priest to offer anything.   

 
Jesus Before Caiaphas the High Priest 
Matthew 26:57-68 
The greatest Irony of all is that Caiaphas’ condemnation of Jesus to death as the 
high priest, made the entire earthly office of high priest obsolete because the 
priestly work was completed in the sacrifice of Jesus. 
Talk about working yourself out of a job.  
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