
Hebrews 1:1-3   (Rev. Dustin Largent) Introduction to Hebrews 
 New Year and a New Series- “Jesus is Greater” 

 would be the Bible. If I were allowed only one book of the Bible, it would be the 

Epistle to the Hebrews… because it contains our most comprehensive discussion 

of the redemption wrought for us in the sacrifice of Jesus." 

 Gonna take a while. Very Jewish New Testament book.   

 Leviticus – Over half of references are from Psalms. 

 You will get to know your Old Testament while studying this Book. 

 Author- We don’t really know. Some say Paul. Probably not.  HOLY SPIRIT 

 This letter was written after the disciples started evangelizing after receiving the 

great commission but before the destruction of the temple in 70 AD.  Probably 

later toward 70AD as they had time to mature.   

 Hebrews 5:11-12 “ 11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it 

clear to you because you no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time 

you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of 

God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!” 

 Book is written to an all Jewish audience.  Jewish Church not in Jerusalem. 

 No Gentile Conflict 

 3 different types of Jews addressed in the letter. 

1) Hebrew Christians.- They are being persecuted by their own people. 

They are in danger of going back to the ways of Judaism.  Was the old 

way better than this!  Not gonna lose salvation but confuse it with 

Jewish Legalism 

2) Jewish Non-Christians who believe Jesus is the Messiah up in their 

head but haven’t put their faith in Christ. 

3) Jews that don’t believe Jesus is the Messiah at all. 

 Important to know so you don’t get confused because some things are 

directed at Christians and some are not. 

 It’s difficult for Jews to accept Messiah.  When you share the Gospel with a 

Gentile, they didn’t have the kind of longstanding religious beliefs like the Jews. 

 The Jews had a covenant from God by the prophets so if you went to them and 

said, “Hey Mordecai, this gospel of Jesus is from God.” They’d be like, “well 

actually this Torah is from God.” 

 Being told to give up completely all the ritual and ceremony and heritage of 

thousands of years.  It feels dangerous. It feels reckless. 

 And it’s not like Judaism had gone away.  The temple is still standing, the priests 

are still sacrificing, and their friends and families are disowning and persecuting 

them for abandoning this heritage. 

 Because they put their faith in Christ they were kicked out of the synagogue.  No 

more sacrifices for them. Cut off from their people and priests. Ostracized. 

 And so they were struggling and doubting. “Is Jesus really better than all 

that I left behind?” 

 You ever feel that way? I have.  When things are hard as a result of obeying God. 

Everyone else can do this, but I can’t.  “Is Jesus really Greater?” 

 If you’ve ever asked that question, You need to lean into this study of Hebrews. 

 Thought about “Interpreting Shadows” – because to me the verse that brings this 

all together is Hebrews 10:1 “The law is only a shadow of the good things that are 

coming—not the realities themselves. “ 

 When you look at my shadow, I look like Michael Jordan. 

 Michael Jordan’s shadow can’t play basketball.  Pass the ball to his shadow. 

 But we can look at shadows and interpret from them what the real object is that 

is casting the shadow.   

 There are Shadows and then there is the real thing that the shadow points to. 

 That which fulfills the shadows. That which the shadows point to.  Jesus 

 In Hebrews we are looking at one Jewish shadow after another. Each shadow 

points to Jesus. But the Jews have put their faith in the shadows and not Jesus 

who the shadows point to. 

 Here’s the problem.  The shadows can’t save you. Jesus is Greater that those 

shadows. 

 You see, Christianity or following Christ is Judaism taken to the goal line. 

 Judaism we see today, is only going to the 80 yard line and stopping because you 

don’t recognize the end zone.  

Vs. 1 - In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, 

 Unlike all other religions where we try to break into the spiritual realm and 

make connection with God, we believe that God is the one who initiates 

contact with us and he does it verbally.  The way we communicate. 

 Guzik tells us that there is reference to the Old Testament 82 times in Hebrews 

and not a single reference to a book in the apocrypha. 

 Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t believe in the Trinity, but it is clear as day in Hebrews 

as speaks as Father (HERE), Son (2:3 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great 

a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed 

to us by those who heard him.) and Holy Spirit (3:7 7 So, as the Holy Spirit says: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts).  

 We will talk a lot about priests in this book, but at this point, the author is 

addressing where these Jews received everything they believed as Jews.  It was 

spoken to them by prophets.  

 Difference between a prophet and a priest. 

 IN MANY TIMES AND IN VARIOUS WAYS.  – It was fragmented.  It was a word 

here and a word there and a prophet here and a burning bush there. That’s 

how these shadows (law) were revealed. 

 That was Past Tense – Spoke.   

 

Vs. 2 - but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 



 Now it is the end times and God has saved the best for last.  Like the wine in 

John 2, he saved the best for last. 

 With the OT prophets we got shadows.  We got snippets and fragments and 

parts of what God wanted to communicate to us in these last days. 

 Like a few candles in a huge dark room. 

 But now, the flood light is turned on.  The Full Revelation, The Full 

Communication of God to You and me is given.  Not fragments, but the 

entirety. 

 In Jesus, we get the whole story.  The full revelation.  The Final Perfect Word!  

 heir derived from the term lot - lots drawn to divide property/select a winner; 

the one who drew the lot was the heir. The word came to be used for dividing 

property that father left to his children when he died. One son meant only one 

heir. Christ is the heir of all things precisely because God has only one Son. 

Vs. 3 - The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  

 Jesus is greater than the prophets because he is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of his being. 

 We see God’s glory at different times in the OT. 

o The Glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. 

o Moses asked to see God’s glory but he had to see God’s back only.  You’ll 

die if you see God’s face. 

o Exact representation – (Charakter) something made by an impress, like on a 

signet ring, or a coin, the impression being identical although they are two 

separate entities. 

o To see Jesus is to see the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being 

o John 12:45 -“He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me.” 

 SUSTAINING ALL THINGS BY HIS POWERFUL WORD.   

 Whole universe, every body, every soul, every spirit, Christian/ Non-Christian/ 

atheist, all held together and moving forward by the powerful Word of Jesus. 

 Our daily existence depends solely upon the word of Christ's power! 

 That’s why the Psalmist says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not 

lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will 

make your paths straight" (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

Col. 1:17 - He is before all things, and in Him all things 2hold together. 

 Christ’s power is manifested by His Word.   

 (Katharismos) word of Cleanse.  Jews would recognize this word from 
Lev. 16:29-30 and the day of atonement.  

29 “This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh 

month you must deny yourselves[a] and not do any work—whether native-born or a 

foreigner residing among you— 30 because on this day atonement will be made for 

you, to cleanse you. Then, before the LORD, you will be clean from all your sins.  

JESUS IS A GREAT WORD FROM GOD> YOU CAN TRUST HIM! 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Prov%203.5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A29-&version=NIV#fen-NIV-3231a

